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While there are various options
for treating subtalar joint insta-
bility, one device reportedly

offers unique angulation and placement
that facilitate symptomatic relief and
earlier weightbearing.

James Bender, DPM, has performed
over 300 procedures with the HyProCure
sinus tarsi implant (GraMedica). Dr.
Bender has been pleased with the results
he has seen in patients of all age groups
inclusive of his pediatric population.

“The results have been outstanding
in that these individuals seem to
respond to therapy more quickly,”
explains Dr. Bender, who notes that the
youngest patient he has treated with
the HyProCure device is 4 years old.
“(Parents have told us) that symptoms
have been relieved and the children are
quickly up and running with full par-
ticipation in weightbearing activities
that many could not do previously.”

Philip Bresnahan, DPM, concurs and
says the HyProCure implant is “ideally
suited for children.”

“It is a fairly benign procedure with
benefits that outweigh the risks when
the child has a significant flatfoot
deformity that is not amenable to con-
servative treatment,” notes Dr.
Bresnahan, an Assistant Professor who
teaches pediatric foot and ankle ortho-
pedics at the Temple University School
of Podiatric Medicine.

Dr. Bresnahan says the angulation of
the HyProCure implant facilitates better
placement of the device. 

“You can insert the implant further
into the sinus tarsi and the canalis por-
tion of the sinus tarsi,” explains Dr.
Bresnahan, a Diplomate of the American
Board of Podiatric Surgery. “This allows

the device to be more centrally located
under body weight.”

In contrast, GraMedica says “over-
insertion” has occurred with other sub-
talar arthroereisis implants when sur-
geons have inadvertently pushed the
implant completely through the sinus
tarsi with the implant winding up on the
medial side of the foot and completely
exiting the sinus tarsi. 

GraMedica notes that the HyProCure
stent is a “self-seating stent” in that the

tapered portion of the implant abuts the
lateral part of the canalis so one cannot
“over-insert” the device. 

Dr. Bender points out another key
benefit of the HyProCure device over
other subtalar arthroereisis implants.

“(The HyProCure) device also treats
the problem of tarsal instability as it
relates to hyperpronation at the site of
the default (as opposed to) the compet-
itive arthroeresisis procedures that act
to block motion in the subtalar joint,”
points out Dr. Bender, who is in private
practice in Grand Rapids, Mich. “This
device maintains the normalized posi-
tion of the talus on the calcaneus, thus
bringing the subtalar joint structures
into proper alignment.”

Drs. Bender and Bresnahan have also
had favorable results when using the
HyProCure implant to treat adult
patients. Dr. Bresnahan has used the
implant in patients up to 80 years of age
with a flexible deformity. Dr. Bender has
likewise treated a 76-year-old patient
with the HyProCure implant.

“Our experience with the adult pop-
ulation has been amazing with patients
gaining full relief from clinical symp-
toms … almost immediately following
the talotarsal stabilization procedure
with the use of HyProCure stents,”
notes Dr. Bender.

In terms of contraindications for the
HyProCure implant, Dr. Bender says the
primary ones are: children under 3 years
of age; active infection; and a lack of
mobility allowing for correction of the
talotarsal positioning. Dr. Bresnahan adds
that surgeons should not use the device
on a rigid flatfoot deformity but other-
wise sees no other contraindications that
are unique to the device. �
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James Bender, DPM, has performed over
300 procedures with the HyProCure
sinus tarsi implant. He has been pleased
with the results he has seen in patients
of all age groups inclusive of his pedi-
atric population.


